Holy Communion

Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 25t, 2026
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The Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ be with you and also with you.

SONG All Creatures of our God and King Words & Music: WH Draper, Arr: D Crowder
All creatures of our God and King

Lift up your voice and with us sing / O praise Him, Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam

Thou silver moon with softer gleam

Refrain O, praise Him / O, praise Him
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thou rushing wind that art so strong

Ye clouds that sail in heav'n along / O praise Him, Alleluia!
Thou rising moon in praise rejoice

Ye lights of evening find a voice Refrain

Let all things their Creator bless

And worship Him in humbleness / O praise Him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father praise the Son

And praise the Spirit three in one Refrain

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our
Saviour Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a
people as his own. cf Titus 2.11-14

Let us confess our sins.

God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine
upon us: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
May your ways be known on the earth, your saving power
among the nations: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, and reveal your
justice in the sight of the nations:

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.



The absolution.

Gloria Words and Music: Donna Adkins & Colin Mawby

Father, we love You / We worship and adore You
Glorify Your name in all the earth /

Glorify Your name / Glorify Your name

Glorify Your name in all the earth

Jesus, we love You ... Spirit, we love You ...

The Collect Prayer (Third Sunday after Epiphany)

Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder
of your saving presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 (NIV)

The darkness turns to light

9:1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who
were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee
of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on
those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
3You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they
rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors
rejoice when dividing the plunder. “For as in the day of
Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.

This is the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God.

SONG Be unto your name  Words & Music: Robin Mark

We are a moment, You are forever
Lord of the Ages, God before time
We are a vapor, You are eternal
Love everlasting, reigning on high



Holy, holy, Lord God Almighty

Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain
Highest praises, honour and glory

Be unto Your name, be unto Your name

We are the broken, You are the healer
Jesus, Redeemer, Mighty to save

You are the love song we'll sing forever
Bowing before You, blessing Your name

Holy, holy, Lord God Almighty

Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain

Highest praises, honour and glory

Be unto Your name, be unto Your name / Be unto Your name....

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 (NIV)
Jesus begins to preach and calls his first disciples

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.

4:12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he
withdrew to Galilee. !3Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in
Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and
Naphtali - **to fulfil what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
15*Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea,
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles - ®the people living
in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
the shadow of death a light has dawned.” !’ From that time on
Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.” 8 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee,
he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew.
They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.
19'*Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish
for people.” 2° At once they left their nets and followed him.

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of
Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their
father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, %2 and
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every
disease and illness among the people.

This is the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

HYMN Christ be our Light Words & Music: Bemadette Farrell

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,/ light for the world to see.

Chorus Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled./ Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow’r to save us./ Make us your living voice.
Chorus

Longing for food, many are hungry./ Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,/ shared until all are fed.
Chorus

Longing for shelter, many are homeless./ Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,/ walls made of living stone.
Chorus

Many the gifts, many the people,/ many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,/ making your kingdom come.
Chorus

Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
This response may be used  Lord, in your mercy:hear our prayer.
And at the end

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and of peace there shall be no end.

The peace of the Lord be always with you. and also with you.
Preparation of the Table

HYMN Father, Lord of all creation Words: Stewart Cross; Music: Cyril Taylor

Father, Lord of all creation, / ground of being, life and love;
height and depth beyond description,

only life in you can prove:

You are mortal life's dependence:

thought, speech, sight are ours by grace;

Yours is every hour's existence, / sovereign Lord of time and space.

Jesus Christ, the man for others / we, your people, make our prayer
help us love, as sisters, brothers
all whose burdens we can share
where your name binds us together / you, Lord Christ, will surely be
where no selfishness can sever / there your love the world may see.



Holy Spirit, rushing, burning / wind and flame of Pentecost

fire our hearts afresh with yearning / to regain what we have lost
may your love unite our action / nevermore to speak alone
God, in us, abolish faction / God, through us, your love make known.

Taking of the Bread and Wine

The Lord is here His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, mighty
creator, ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son our
Lord: for at this time we celebrate your glory made present in
our midst. In the coming of the magi the King of all the world
was revealed to the nations. In the waters of baptism Jesus was
revealed as the Christ, the Saviour sent to redeem us. In the
water made wine the new creation was revealed at the wedding
feast. Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. Therefore
with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the
glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured may be

for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper

with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.



So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead
with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we
proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Christ has died: Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your
kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all
share in one bread.

Communion is shared.

After the post-communion prayer.
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the
body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him
we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living
sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live
and work to your praise and glory. Amen.



NOTICES

HYMN Go forth and tell! Words: J.E. Seddon; Music: Walter Greatorex

Go forth and tell! O church of God, awake!
God's saving news to all the nations take;
proclaim Christ Jesus, saviour, Lord, and king,
that all the world his worthy praise may sing.

Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all;
he will in grace respond to all who call:
how shall they call if they have never heard
the gracious invitation of his word?

Go forth and tell! where still the darkness lies;
in wealth or want, the sinner surely dies:

give us, O Lord, concern of heart and mind,

a love like yours which cares for all mankind.

Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:

share God's good gifts let no one be denied;

live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose,
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use.

Go forth and tell! O church of God, arise!

go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies;
go till all nations his great name adore

and serve him, Lord and king for evermore

Blessing

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and
gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Liturgical texts from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (London) © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. All music covered under CCLI
License # 639346 (Holy Trinity Church, Utrecht). Bible texts are quoted from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.® Used by permission.
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Worship services:

2 Sundays, Morning Prayer/Service of the Word at 10:30 am;
4t Sundays (Holy Communion) at 10:30 am, all at St Maarten-langs-de-weg (Oud
Katholieke Kerk), Witte de Withstraat, 2, Groningen.

Web-site: http://gracechurchgroningen.com/; Facebook (Grace Church Groningen).
Chapilain: the Ven Sam Van Leer, Mon-Wed-Fri, chaplaingracechurchgn@gmail.com or 050 785 0703.

Safeguarding Officer: Debbie Kramer; gracesafeguarding@gmail.com
Safeguarding in Grace Church: https://gracechurchgroningen.com/caring/safeguarding/
Diocese: https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-diocese-europe

Media privacy: please note that films or photos featuring others in worship and fellowship
should not be taken or shared without the consent of those appearing in them.

Our worship services and ministry in Groningen are made possible by
people voluntarily offering their time, talents and financial support. As
God has blessed us, so we thank Him by giving accordingly. To help
support Grace Church, there is an opportunity to put an offering in the
collection basket during the service or near the exit afterwards.
Itis also possible to donate by electronic transfer to
Grace Church (Groningen Anglican Church),
account: NL 67 RABO 03012946 23. Or with this QR code:

Grace Church Forthcoming Services & Activities:

» Sunday 8 February, 10:30: Grace Service of the Word, Old Catholic Church.

» Sunday 22 February, 10:30: Grace Holy Communion, Old Catholic Church.

» Sunday 8 March, 10:30: Grace Service of the Word, Old Catholic Church.

» Sunday 22 March, 10:30: Grace Holy Communion, Old Catholic Church,
followed by Annual Meeting.

Movie Nights: January 30th, 19:30: Lots of Kids, a Monkey and a Castle. SKLO Bldg.
For info on Home Groups, Bible Study gatherings & other events, please do ask us!
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